Reply to the Preceding Letter
The authors appreciate the thoughtful letter by Drs. Crampton and Kaiser regarding the use of nonparametric statistics to evaluate biomedical data, and the use of the x 2 statistic to test the data presented in our report (Huddleston et al., 1983) . We used the uncorrected \ 2 statistic to help demonstrate that the different incidence of ventricular fibrillation in the two groups may have been due to treatment with a thromboxane synthetase inhibitor, and not due to chance alone.
We feel that we should have specified that an uncorrected \ 2 statistic was used, but disagree that the test is, by their assertion, one-sided. Yates' correction, a more rigorous statistical examination, was not used. We feel that the corrected x 2 statistic probably should have been used to test our data because of the small sample size, although indications for the use of the various corrections of the x 2 statistic are not clear.
Although Fisher's exact test is a popular statistic, the indications for its use are controversial. No less an authority than Snedecor and Cochran would argue that the x 2 statistic is perfectly valid if appropriately used, as long as the number of observed events per cell in a 2 X 2 contingency table are one or greater. This test allows the investigator to calculate the exact P value, whereas the x 2 P value approaches that of Fisher's test in an asymtoric fashion as the sample size increases. We note that Drs. Crampton and Kaiser have expressed the onetailed Fisher's P value for our data. By our calculations, the one-tailed Fisher's P value for our data would be P = 0.052 and the two-tailed P value = 0.088.
We feel that statistical tests should be used to support logical conclusions. These conclusions should be drawn from the scientific validity of the experimental design and the absolute differences between control and experimental groups. Editors, reviewers, and other critics can then voice opinions on the strength of an experimental preparation as demonstrated by the resultant data, not the particular statistical examination used to reinforce logic.
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